


Following on lrom you visit to the Royal Scottish Academy stores I am pleased to
provide you with some more information on Sir George Reid and his painting Dornoch.
He was bom in Aberdeen in l84l and trained in Edinburgh and later in the Netherlands
under a Dutch master. This Dutch influence was to leave a lasting impression on his
work. In addition to his landscape work he was also particularly knowln for his portraiture
of notable Scottish figures.

when he became a Royal scottish Academician in 1877 he submitted Dornoch as his
Diploma work which was then exhibited at the Royal scottish Academy Annual
Exhibition in 1878. As I mentioned during your visit, in lggT Reid produced a pen, ink
and wash drarving of Dornoch to accontpany Stt,ttish pointers written by Walter
Armstrong and serialised in The Portfolio . Dontoch is reproduced as a plate on iage l g7
and is discusscd on page 228."It is a landscape entirely in the modern/ Dutch tistJ; grey
in colour, elaborate in gradation and solemn in sentiment.." This anicle *u, ih"n
reproduced in walter Armstrong's book Jbcr//rsfi painters A crilicat .gadv in l gg8.
r)ornoch is given a rather nice description in the l90l catalogue ofthe National Gallery
of Scotland "The light falls gently on a sandy hollow in the front ofthe picture/ where,
towards the right, two boys tend a flock ofsheep. The bents/ beyond, brightened here and
there by the yellow glow of whins, are in shadow and halftone, above which the town,
with its steepled / church on the left, stands dark against a delicate sky ofgrey and / white
suffused with gentle sunlight, which also sparkles on the/ strip of sea seen to the right.
The foreground is broken by a./ scanty growth of grass and whims". I hope that ihis
information plus Sir George Reid's obituary fronr our archives is of use. would it be
possible to let me know the exact details of the golfing publication that Dornoch is
reproduced in such as the publisher and page nunrbers as then I can enter this information
on the database.

Yours sincerely

Nicola Ireland

Correspondence: Royal Scottish Academy, Dean Gallery, ?3
ETI4 3DS

Belford Road, Edinburgh

At)\fl \l)'l lL\IO\
lr \\.\tl.Rt_o() PL.\cti

f.t)t\ut RGII tI JUC

TI-Lf.PllO\[ fr]ll 553 -r)9-

FAastI l.U 0Bl_i;r 611:

cnl.lil inio0rrtvll'r'ottish.rr rrlclr r'r,.1

\ .n \\ n)\ Jl\r(rttiih:i, ud(!t\ r. ri



10

Thc Visitori to thc ,\cnrlcull Sclloolof PirirrLin..l cndorsc the forcgoinij
Ileport, rvhich Irrs bcen drlrvn up rvith their rppr,rv:rl.

Thcy <lcsirc, hou evcr, to lrl,l rhe foll,)$in{-thit thc}' wish i,) e\press
thcir gfort r:rtisfirctiorr \rith thc Dc\r rcguhri,rn regnlrlirg !hc C-'arnegie

Tlrvclling Sdroluship, riz. :-thrr slrr,lcnts ifc now obli-cd h) subniL
origiDtrl w,)rk olher thlrn thrl pro(luccrl :rb the ,\crdenr! Selrool. Thc1,
lirftLcr \rish t,) cril)r('Js thrir :rpp|oiirl of lhc inrlustr_r: of tltc studcnt-<,
rrrrl of tlc clliuicrrcl'ln(l l)rcgrcss of tlloir \rorli.

.8. .\. \V,\LTO\.
N0IJI'RT ]I'GRI'CON.
wtt. \v.rLLS.
ID\f IN ILD\A\DER.

tbe rvor'k donc by the
lavc lu arrleel the l,rizes

'lllre Coulcil, r[rcr iniL)eciilg
Sttdelts tlrrliug the pl;t ,"cssiort,

fls follows :-
Thc C,Llnc.ric Tlrvclling Sc)r,rlrrshi p-

'frr,r ScI,,l,rr;hips l;rvc I lst.,
Lccu rrlrrr,lcrl . )2rr,l.

(_irrrnrcnrlerl,

Tho C'Jrrrlrucrs Iirrsurl',.
( lrurrrcrr,hrl,

Thc Stulrb Prire, ,
(.,rrrLrrrcndctl,

Tlic Chalr::cr, -Jerr-i,;c Prizr, .

Thc ilrrclainc"l\i:rltr'rs lle,lrl,
'l'hc licith Plize,

f,lr. .\. Il. 51l:nloc,i-
Jlf. J. lluRr.\r:'f rolsori.
llr. Iirsserrr [| B,rr,trrr:.
Jh. .4.. F. Nrcor,r,.
trlr. Iir:Nr-'r.:rrr F. li.rr,rr.rrs.
rtl,l llr. J()rr)i llui_r"ocrr.
lJr. J. llunn-rt'Irr,rrrsos.
Ilr. rl. Ii. S futrocri.
lfr. ,\. l'. Nri:)i,r,.
llr.,Iorts G. IL:nu.
lJr. Jorrs llr;s._ocrr.

\ r-rul C,runcil rcgrcl, Lu lccol(l tllc rlcatlrs of ntr

cx-I)residcnt nnd IIou0rary llcti|cLl,\caclcnrici&n-Sir.
t-ieorgc Rcitl; ftrd of an Acatlcnricirn on tl)c irc[ivc list
II:. Janres Campbe ll Noblt'.

'l'he rlcttlr of Sit Ceorgc lici,l, etlll irr [lrc ycrrr, blotrht
to r closc rL corccr oI c\ccptional brillitncy and velsrtilit)';
fol not ouly did Sir Gcolgc, lilic some of lris prcdcccssols irL

A,tn-e c,L ilepcrc oF cft- fic"at Scc--r:trrn ACr<c|ern,y, , t] tJ



1I

ollice, colrl,iluc ald sustair thc traditiorr of Ihclrtttt itt

Scr.'ttish portlaiturc; lrc ttas also a paintel nlto lrrcl lott
clistirrctior iu almost evcr'1'cicparl,neltt o[ t]rc cla[t.

A natile of Abet tlcen, l ltcto lre rlrs l 
'ot 

n otr 31st OctoLet'

lSll, Cicolgc Jicid cnlly '.Loscd Lis tLtt lclrrilgs, ald ltis
alrilil"l'rlitlr lri-s l,crcil Ied lo lris l.rcirrg lliplcnticctl tt tlrc

ngc of tlrir'[cc:r litlt t litrtt ol litboglrplrels practisittg itt

iris Iratilc cil,v. 'l'lrc sclelc tlritritrg lrc tlrt:tc ttllclcrs ctrt

lrrd, rio cic,u),1, tttutlt to tlo rlitlr lJrc i,r'ecisiolt ol dtrrrlittg ltc

soon attrilcd, orrc'l tlre -"liill ol lrantilirtg llticlr chirtactcrizcs

lris eallier uor"li in oil tud vatel celortr'. Indccd, llten
youug Jleirl crrtcleci ts tL stLtciettt aL thc 'ltLrs[ccs' Acttdemy

in tlrc spling of 1$6:, lrc nas ttlrcadt'o claftsllliu) of sollrc

rccompli,<Lnrent I lurl, litlr tlrc corrhibrrlion of a -<tllll
)andscapc, "A llorLlcl liorlct," t)rc srLIlc 1'c'ltr -"al lhc

conulcucelllcli of lris lolg l,<sociil''i01l rlitlr t)rc -{.cr,lc:rr; s

cxlriL-'itiorrs. Dulirrg llrc )cars irrrrlccliiltcly follorrirrg lris

cxlribit,ecl rt'otlis-tttost)y llol[]l cotlrrlrJ' latrclscnpcs, litir
nos aurl tlrctt at irttcliot ol figtllc sullicct-s)rolcd a lalricl

delclc,ptnctrt ol hitrrl:cd lirrcs. " S1,1-rric I'llacc artrl J,och "
(1S66), lotl itr tlrc Itrttniciplrl collcctiolI, Abcrdccrr. llLs tlre

Irrost notrLlc of thcsc. A fcw ttlotrtlrs spctrt irr t)rc stutlio

t,f Alerrnrlct llr.rllirrgcr tt Utlcclrt Iatet in lLat 1cal,
l.rlougLt arr evcntfir'l cLarrgc iu the ;'rrnrrg plilltcl's r)lallllcl,

rvhich fc,r' sotnc tittte llrcleaftcr rtas cltatactctized, IIoN so

rnuch l,J tlrc oltl ptccisic.'tr of tollclr, as Ly tltc btoadct'

litLlir:S arrtl Iorlct tr..rrllill ol lris l)lrtclr ntastc'r'; I cJtattge

rr']rich. rl, tlrc lirlt', rtas trt,t lct) lit'otttrbll'r'cgrrdetl l'1' Iris

blotlrer rr'li-.1s. Ultirl:rtel-v, tlrc clo'"ct irrllttcrrcc ol colourists

lilic I'rul Chaltttcts rltd ()tclttlclsott, Ictl iiradtrnll"v to tlrc
r)rol c lunriirc,us scltctrrcs o[ ]ris latcr rrot l( ; l rllt, tltc citt Jl' Cotr-

tiucntal rpplcuticcsirip, rcirrfotccd as it $as latct lrl slrolt
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periods of stucly undcr lrvon onil fsraels, lefL its irnpress tothe eud.

When .Reicl lctulned florn llollinger,s sturlio, anotlcr
clrangc rvitich conditioned his Inturc career ,r".'r;;;;;.
lir.orn alnrost his earlicst practicc he Lacl flon ti",";o ;i;;pairrted poliraits; but he haci been chary 

"l;r,;;;r"tin"ithese for pubJ.ic exhibitiorr. In 1S6S, horvcver, Lis portr:uiiof Georgc trI*cdonall, thc ryell linoryn ,,"*lirt, ;;;;;;;;
runiver.sal aclmiration, aud fr.om tLat tinre tifl tfre 

"tose 
oilris rvorl;ing life Cleorge Reiil ryas l)losL wiricly liuoryn as aportrait pairrtcr., and his siLtcls inchrderl nrosi of theelrincnb 

.Scotslrerr 
oI tlrtt grnel,aLlon and the next, rvith,lorya|ds t]rc closc, not a I'cry fronr south of ,1" ;,,r;;;;.Those of I)r.. Thorrras I(eith (lSil), tl,. f,"*l ;,;.;l;;(icuelal Irrglis (lESl), urc lcv. l,rot.essor.]Ilr.l"i i;;;;;;thc llar.quis cf 'l'rvectldalc (lS9c), rnrl rlrc l,tall .f n..ii;,;1:

(1r10), llay Lrc nrcrrtionccl as iypical of t,;. un.iourl..ioal.
(-lrr,binet poltr.cits of lris mor.e intirnate friencls ala^of ai"_tinguishcrl per.sonrrlities rr.er.c a
or rrrcsc nor ,, fcry ha'e ;r.;,,?1H;";,:T:,i:i:n: iillScotLirh )fatiounl l,or.tlait Gallery. Of Si, G";B;,;p;;:
traits of hdies, u.lich rverc comparrlively t"lr,, ttro."" oift*Jlarchioness of I{untl;., ol }Irs. Argyll n",r..r."", 

""a""illrs. liesl the mother of llrdl, leid, l"... oro"g., ,lr.';o.i
srrccesslul.

'ftrrvards thc later ,scycuties [iir Lleorgc,s tllcnt nrnni-
festccl itsclI in ]ct ouotlter dir.cr:tion, rnd irr the llxLibitionof 18;, he surpliscrl rnrl clarmcd tl,. S."ltirh;r;;;;;;
rvitlr l,he fir.st of that delightful seucs ot. ,, lioscs,, l.hich,virricd in afLer years rvith ,, .i1[argucrite ,,,, ,, tthoAo,t.r,lr;o.'ii
aucl ,,Claclioli,', placccl hinr jrl the first 

".rl "f 

';l;;;.
p.,irrters. Itr.orn an eyc'etrlicr rlatc, ferv ),.,.,, IrJ ;;;;i
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rr;illrout ils tnlc of rlolks in lrlrcli altl rliriLc, for rr'hich lris

carl"y tltirrirrg Lad givcrr Liru a sPecial a|titLrcle. lrr tlis
rll;' Irc corttt'ibuted illustrations to solrte sell'linotlrr
volurrrcr, autl cxcculcrl fol thc l'lo1al .{ssociltir.rrt sets of

drasirrts dcolirrs \\'ilh ihe livers llrl.cctl nrrtl Cl1dc.

Suclr lalictl' of lccotrrplishtucnt hntl lbr sottre )cals
giverr Gcolgc lieicl a )eading pJlcc ttttottgst lris Lrtellttctt

of 1,)rc i\carlcnr', nrrd rllrett, jrl lsf)1, l,lrc ltr:sidctrt's Clrtil
bcclrrrc vacrrrt Lr1' tlre death of Sir'\\'illilrrr lfetlcs l)orrglas,

lLe urs oflblerl {ur,l rccel)i,ed tlre posiLion. Slror'111'llter-

s'irttls 1)rc lron,rrtt of Jirriglr"lroocl rtns cotlfcttcr'l rrtt )tiru b1'

Ifer Iate )lrLjcsty Quccn Yictolia. lYitlrin n rnotrth or two

of lris ttliirrg c,llice a Supplelttclltrly 0lrnltcl nas glurted
to tlrt Act:leni1, tiiil ilic tiel l,r clccicJ l'tcsitiu:t Latl to

sridc its alTails tluou{lr a periotl of rro little difliculty.
Notnl-rl1', lre cxerted lrintself itt tcstr,titrq l:clritcctutc to its
lillilful lrlacc irr tlre IlcntLetsltip, ltirl ilt Iclllcc'|.\ irrg solrrc

clL,fccls rrrrrl otuis,"iors il tlrc tccettl); cottltrttcl cltar'1e1.

liol elct'cn lcrLrs Sit Cleotgc Jlcirl Ilesidcd \ritlt glcat
tlitrriLl' ovcl tlrc lLllails ltrrl a'"sctrrl-,lics i.'f t)rc Acnderrrl'.

In 1C0! Lc 1c:igrccl oillce, &ltd tllcl)ccfolllr, ortittg to lrt
irrclelsilg:tttrtrlrt,t o{ conrrrtissir-,tts in t)rc sr.ru1lr, lrc tcsjtltLl

lbr ptlt crf tlre 1'cLLt irt lotrdorr.
Irr all Iuoleurettts llrich lrrttl for tlreil ol'jeot tLe atlt'attce-

rrrclt of Scottislt lrt, -qit Geolge Ias tlcelrll irrterestttl.

-r!s a ncrllrcl ol tlrc lIon. l:loall of lllttttfirctttres, ltc
snpelirrterrtkrrl tlte reotgattisaliotr ol tlrc Scottislr Nrttional
(illlcr',r' ju I Sg.l-i, &r)r'l ltc rtits llrc ltlclLlrs of itrtltttirrcilll;

exaruplcs r.rf Scc.,tti-lr ltlt to vatiotts ptlllic collc0tiolrs ilr

tIe Colo:ries, lle rlas a gotletotls cottt:ibuior to tlre fultcls

of llre Scoli irlr -{t Lists' lierrevolclrt .,\ssociltion, rrrd of tlrt:
Scottisll Alts ('litlr. rilLItr lltc-se rt't're l,rtrtttlcci irr lSs{) rt)(1
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lS9{, aud he ryirs ever ready to llol(l out a helpiug ha,ucl to
rrtists stluggling \yith the dimcrlties of their.plofession.
lVhilst avoitliuq pnbliciiy beyond that entaileLl by the
duties of his oflice, Sir George rvas linorvn tmongst his nore
irrtimate friends os lt. ntan of rvicle ancl vtr.iecl culiure. fn
ruore tlran onc directiou hc contributecl to current litera-
ture; ancl it rvas in r.ecognition of sLrch qnLrlilicatioas, as
rvell as of the posibiorr he hcld iu the iield of ar.t ihat re
Universibics of ,lbclileeu, St. Audrervs and nclinburgh,
conferlecl on hiur tlieir degrces of ll.D.

Sir. Gcolge was eleclcd Asrociate of re Acncleuy in
1870, arrd AcaclenricilLl iu 1S?7. IIe rvas arr lIon. ]Iernber
of the Iioyal I-Iibcr.uirn Acadenry arrtl of severtl other art
societies, both north and south of re Tu,eeLl.

lreeling the strairr of a long alcl coutiuuous aclivity, Ire
setiied, I ferv ycar,s ago, at IIilll,llutls, Sourer.set, rvher.e he
dicd on 9th lfebr.uary lgl3.

?he death of Jrrrnes Campbell Noble, on gjth September,
rcnoyccl fr.om the .d,cadem;rs active list the name of oue
of its ruosb tridely knos'n meorbels,

Iloru il Ediuburgh on the ggntl of July 1S{5, }Ir.
\oble's earlicst rsrociltion \yitlr {rrt, lilie thrt of Sir
Cieoge Xeitl, ryas irr the dcprrlinrcrrt of Iithoglaphy.
As a lrrd of liftcen lc entcrerl the enrplol.meni of ]Ir. J. O.
Ilrorvrr, lr, rycll-linoryu e\ponclrt of that br.lnc]r ol englaviug,
ryherc hc rvLrs cngaged nrrilly on architectulal subjects;
arrcl rvhen cftcr four yeals, Jris master r,eLirccl fi.our business,
1'oung Noltle coutinLretl his vocatiou ou such tvor,li as cnue
to hanrl, illustr.tbing in this rlny several voluures on
anatomical ancl surgical sul.rjects. Duling thosc yerls he
ottended ihe Tr.ustees' School of Design nntl, hter, the


