
firries irt Scoflu rtd 

al)cii-frotited l ~ ~ t r - t o  g a v ~  waititig l>ilSYEl1RCrS shelter, a 
tlioi~glilful pr.ovisioii on nccasii;os ~ ~ l l e ~ i  tllc fc?rry was tlclaycd 
rltle to l~c~.s(~tiul busit~css ~;!i~atred I)y 111e lcrryn~cn w t ~ c t l  011 

!he opposit c! sirlc. 'l'ht? hoal wa.9 a cohlc, flat-bo(~ontccl and 
~~~-ol)c~llcrl by tlie I'crryrnat~ usiirg two ou~s .  T!~cgr:~r.c oiC\ock 
Utraibo) the Fmry' cat1 be foulld in the olcl cblrdiys;d at 

6 I~ i l l~+~i l lL  -. I he obviorrs poirrt to cross the cxposcd ancl ~rcoc!icruas 
Ilorl~och Firth was lllc ~tnrrow passage €11 lhct llldkle f~rrv .  
'l'llrt I:n*al Not-111 Rc~ad, connccti~lg with ltrc blc*iklc fcrry, 
wm llle sllot-tcrl rolrtu (u Tlitlrru at;d Wick ht~t  t l ~ c  datigers 
cxperieticetf at t l ~ c  icrty oftcti persr~arlcd tr:rvcllers to titkc 
I l~c n~rrclt loiiger blrl safer way via the Ilotinr Hriclge. Not 
011ly was tlte Meikle ferry n ~lotoriot~s crossing hut the 
vagories ol the tide frec&eil!ly left buacs stranded on 
sa~irlhmks. Otic oi  the firs1 rcfcrcnces lo 11ie Meikle lerry, 

earlier as Porlit~co~tltur, is in n cl~artrr datnl 4th 
March I5fj0, by Alnn Ross of Bnlnogowrn in favour ol  Donald 
Jlitigtvall. n ~ ~ t i r ~ a l  son of Alexmnder Dl~rgvall, ~~rehendary 
cllnplai~i oI' Camhuscurry, rvhn was no doubt utvure or the 
alral cgic value ol tlic Kelry I~cittioti. 

U u r i ~ ~ g  lhc sevetiteetit!~ century, wlicn botli the ljros and 
cotis oJ thc Covctinulittg cause were rm.eiving local srij~port, 
the Mcik!e krry w:~s frcqucntly usc:d fbr thr tratisporttttion 
or tt-oops. Tlic captive M q u b  of Mo~rtrnsc was l~ostlcd 
nclass rhe fwrg on his rvav to'C'ain, the south atrrl subscqocc~t 

A cet~lory l i l l~r  (it~t.lri~ the 1745 u),risit~g, the lerry 
nian, bfcGil1, actctl as n reliable spy for the govertiment by 
reporti~ig the positions lielcl by the rel~cl forces. Eventually, 
lie st [fiered retr ih~~tio~i  whcr his ferry boats werc destroyed 
arid otrlg escal~cd ivirll his li Je. Nevert llc?less, Iris in formnt ion 
cr~abletl turds Lut~cfor~n ancl Forbes to urgnnisc lhr assr!tnblp 
of i11l availoblr ferry hoats at the Taiti side of thc fcrrp in 
a~.der ro cvacrlatc thrir irnops at tlie most app-ol~~-iate time, 
thus taking t l~c  Jacnbitc f o r c ~  by sul-prisc. 

'Towarcls the cnd of tlmc cightectit11 cett!ury, llie S~atistjcr~l 
Accor11it states that the blciklc 1erl-y was scrvetl, or1 each side, 

by 'a large bb2t for transportitlg ckriages, horses and other 
cattle; as also a yawl lor the necom~noclation of foot 
puneligers'. Ci~l le  were cncotlraged to swim over the passage 
b11r often tlie beasts refused 10 go into thc wuter because il 
was so cold. Coi iseqr~e~~t l~~,  they had to bc lerrierl across, 
cn~ising m l ~ d  delay atid extra effort. 1 is  said that drnvers 
could foretell 111c onlrome of tflc nrarkd nccordi~~g to the 
willingness of the cattle to swim or not; ir the beflsls swam, 
prices would bu Itigh, hul if riot, there soulrl be little prolil. 
By the bgintling of the next cwilthry, (he blciklc ferry liud 
beer1 wclrkecl by three getler:~liot~s of the I'alience latnily brlt 
rllcy l~itd sen1 few ir~ptovr:st~enfs during that time. The boats 
were ill B poor stntr with frayed ropes, torn sails rnld dclcctive 
rutldcrs: (llerc was no pmlzer quay lor Inndittg and clelays 
were irtsr~flcrable even to the most tolerant traveller. Strorig 
nrgntnents for the building of a bridge were conbistently 
ignored until, it1 1812, 7'cllot-d erected nn iron bridge at 
Rorior ot n cost olS13,971. This was b~iilt aher n publicoutcry 
a1 co~~difiotia at the hleiklc ferry followit~g at1 appalling 
~ccidcnt 1licre i i ~  1809. James Mitchell, the farnoris civil 
c ~ ~ g i ~ m r ,  uirwit~inglg witnessed the scene as be arrived loo 
late lo catc11 Ihe ferry boat which had just set sail. 

Lace it1 I he nfter~ioon of 1 Gtlr Allgust 1809, tile day of the 
great i.animns Fair in -1hin. J111gh MCCII I~OC~,  sheriff- 
sr~bsrilnte, came to the Meikle fcrry. The shore tymq crowded 
with people returtling home from the fair. On McCulloch's 
arrival lie was q~rickly sauted in the stern of' [lie ferry yawl 
follo~~~ecl by R pnshjtig, pressing throng all anxious to be 
taker1 across the water. McC111loch becatne apprehensive 
about tlic t i~~~ilbers  crowding aboard and even tumerl awry 
abor11 forlp folk. Still the boat was overladen but !he watrr 
rvns dcitd calm and (tte ferryme11 set sail. When the boat rvas 
halft+~ap scrosa the passngc wnlm gushed in, !lie boat so~rk 
arld tlinety-nine pcoplc. drorvncd, i~~cluclicig the sl~erifC 
~l~bsljtritc; otily twelve survivecl. Anolher accident occurrecl 
"1.1 28th 0ctr,6cr 1835 wlien the ferry boat w:!s hoIcd atrcl 
sank. On this occasion there were sever14 een passengers 



12.1 Fcrtfes i;r ScnrIt~~ttf 

ahoarti l w ~ t  otlly OIIC, 1. 11. Ric~~urrlsoe, o xtii1rl1i11g secretary 
Barn North Shields, war dnwvncd. T t ~ c  li *I - r y man showed 
gt.est prercnce of mind by irsillg n stnall lnat lnootad irealby 
In rescue llle rcl~iuilrclcr of the passeijgibrs, 

111 spite of tbnc  tragedies ntld t lie b~rildit~g of the bridge at 
Ronar, trallic ol the Meikle ferry contintlcd to be sullicicntly 
I~cnvy to merit a design by Steverno11 €or n briclge over the 
Durnocll Iiinh. Ho~vever, as tto ~ t ~ o t ~ c y  ivns rorthcox~li~lg to 
huilrl dte Irritlge, the p~-ojct:f wns nbar~rloned. Kven (he Inail 
much, dman by two Lcnres, 11sei1 the brry  usti1 t l ~ c  1830s 
rllcll llla inc-r-ensilig cluluys diaatnl ~- t?-~at~t iag  via Dollar 
J3ricIgir Still thc Jerry rul~tili~lrd tn upcrnle, uocl h the mrly 
twcnticlh century the Coutot~r G~licle books gave clear 
directiu~is lo trrrvellcrs: 'The boats are 011 the rlortlt sidc. 
Ilda flag on the south side. 'rl~is is an exposd ferry alld 
uscless in stormy weather'. There nus a fttrtller womillg: 
'Motor cars carried w h n ~  wnler suits the big boa1 only'. 
Subsequently, ot~ly passengers wcre carried, with 111e 1948 
review concl~~dii~g that 'there is not suflicimt demacld . . . lor 
llte institutiol~ of a vehicrllar ferry . . .'. It was slot ll~lril Rth 
Janu~rtry 1986 tlnr the l o r t p w a i l  promise of a bridge was 
ple<lge:Ed with the artrloutlce~~lent of o co~lrpetition for tllc 
dwign of a bridge over the JJon~uch Firth. I t  is In bu 800 
mctl-cs long and will cost hctwcctl £I 1 ll~illiotl atld E l 0  nlillic~tl 
apprvxin~utcly. Althrw~glr tltc conlpldinn nf this briclge :evil1 
no doubt be wclmtl~cd by local l~enplc and lravellcrs alike, 
the ancie~~t Meikle Jerry will always llnvc mi importall1 place - 
in  he history uf Easter Ktjss. 

l'wo additiur~al ferries were employd 011 pnssagcs over 
lhc tlorrow entrance to Loch Fleet a1 Little Ferry ancl a1 the 
'por-t of Uneu' on Lake Uncs north of Dornocll, One boat at 
Little Perry was served by four ferryma] but ihc ferry catnc 
bricny to prnrnit~ence during the 1745 uprising only. 111 
1746, tlre Ear1 uf Croniarty end his 111~11 wcre ~irget~tly 
sr~mrnoncd to joilt Pr iilce Charles Edward at Jnvcrness, hut 
shell they reached Little Ferry they were suddenly a~nckcd. 
h~ the mnhtsioe the Earl mid his oftiwrs relreated hastily to 

1)uxlrabin Castle but 111e n1e11 crimlmed into 111e only 
svsilshle krry boa to try lo escape. The boa1 became quickly 
uvcrcrowtletl, anr! thusc who c-ctlrl 1101 c l i~nl~  abourii clllrig 
o n  lo tlie sicles to be pnlled tlnough the wetcr. 'The bout was 
in great donger 01 capsizi1)g until tl~usc soldiers allo rocre 
oboard drew their dirks and l~ocked olf the fingers of llie 
otl~ers cliirging tu the gui~walrs. Mmy died. l 'hc follo\vi~.illg 
day, the Rnttls nf Cullvtln~ xsrals fought o11d perhaps tllc lack 
of r-r!ir~forcemm~ts frorn the nortll cllre to this udxrersiiy riltly 
lluvc cot~trib~~tc<l to tlie doleat of tllc Prilrcc. 

Tlie terry Iw)sf at L ~ k c  IJurrs was it1 tlsc by 1167 wl ic~~ 
Marguret, Cou~~lcss of S~~therlatrtl, o dn11g11lc1- of rhc Earl ol' 
Ross, Lord of Ihc! Islcs, was rclurlling j~omc: to Urir~robin 
Caslle at Golspic. Her hlrsband John, the thirrl Earl of 
Sutheriuttd, recorded that hhen the Corintess was on the 
ferry in tl~c? midrile of the passage, a severe storm arose, 
overturning r11e bont a t ~ d  throwing the lady into the water. 
S l ~ e  was rvoshed up on the shore, still 'wit11 some Iyfl in tier'. 
These she wos €oi~~id  by a fugitive, John Dairg, w11o 
ma~geised her os someone of great importance. For somc 
u~ikaown reasot~ I~e'prolnptlg clispatched hela', then fled, 1,111 
hut! little u l iu t~cc  of csctlpe as the distraught Earl cilrrieci oul 
P t1101*o~igl1 seat-CII for his  wife's mtirtlerer. John - Ilnirg was 

cxrrcutad allnost as so011 as the Cotllltcs~ H~RS I>tlri~d ill thc 
cknrcllynrd at Golspia 'l ' l~e ferry coilfi~lttcd 10 opc!ratc, wit11 
records showit~g that, i r ~  1630, the nllliual re111 fur the 
~wivilegc of leasing the passage 1,oal was 40 bolls of Irarlcy 'to 
be clelivered at thc fer~y of IJ~rcs or the girncl of Golqlie'. 

*I'llu replacement ol fcrrics by hridges 011 tliese norlh- 
eostcrlt est11nrie.s has spanrlcd inany decades, born  lie 
bt~ildingol the Bonor Bridge over the Dornocl~ Fil-tll in 1812 
lo the enticipated completion of the Donloch ilridge B the 
late IWOs. Crwrct~f, sophisticated, convctlie~~t 11-avel actoss 
all tl~cse firths ca~inof (dot out the memory of 111e sirugglc, 
effort anti sncrifice 1l1a1 bedevilled I hc Icrry services ~vhirh 
provided access to  lie moll nor~herly parb of Scotla~~d. 
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