MEBIN=E | ERRY
—\—._-..——-——-‘—“J—‘v
122 Ferries i Scotiand

open-fronted lean-to gave waiting passengers shelter, a
thoughtiul provision on oceasions when the ferry was delayed
due to personal business pursned by the ferrymen when on
the opposite side, The hoat was n coble, flat-bottomed and
propelled by the ferryman using two oars. The grave of ‘Jock
{Jumbo) the Ferry' can be found in the old churchyard at

ﬁ Dingwal),
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The obvious point to cross the exposed and treacherous

Dornoch Firth was the narrow passage nt the Meikle ferry. .

The Great North Road, counecting wilh the Meikle [crry"
was Lhe shortest route to Thurso and Wick but the dangers
experienced at the ferry often persuaded travellers to take
the much longer bul safer way via the Bonar Bridge. Not
only was the Meikle ferry a notorious crossing but the
vaguaries of the tide frequently left boats strunded on
sandbanks. Oune of the first references to the Meikle ferry,
known earlier as Porlincoulter, is in a charter dated 4th
March 1560, by Alan Ross of Balnagowan in favour of Donald
Dingwall, natural son of Alexander Dingwall, prebendary
chaplain of Cambuscurry, who was no doubt aware of the
stralegic value of the lerry location.

During the seventeenth century, when both the pros and
cous of the Covenanting cause were receiving local support,
the Meikle ferry was [requently used for the transportetion
of troops. The captive Murquis of Montrose was hustled

v
0 lncmss the ferry on his way to '[ain, the south and subsequent

death. A century later during the 1745 uprising, the ferry
man, McGill, acted as a reliable spy for the government by
reporting the positions held by the rebel forces, Eventually,
he suffered retribution when his ferry boats were destroyed
and only escaped with his life. Nevertheless, his information
enabled Lords Loudoun and Forbes to organise the assembly
of all available ferry boats at the Tain side ol the ferry in
order to evacuate their troops at the most appropriate time,
thus taking the Jacobite forces by surprise.

‘Towards the end of the cighteenth century, the Statistical
Account states that the Meikle ferry was served, on cach side,
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by ‘a large boat for transporting carriages, horses and other
cattle; as also a yawl for the accommodation of foot
pussengers’. Catlle were encouraged to swim over the pass nge
bu! often the beasts refused to go into the water because il
was so cold. Consequently, they had to be ferried across,
cansing much delay and extra effort. It is said that drovers
could foretell the oulcome of the market according to the
willingness of the cattle lo swim or not; il the beasis swagt,
prices would be high, bul if not, there would be little prolit.
By the beginning of the next century, the Meikle ferry huod
been worked by three generations of the Patience family but
they had seen lew impirovesments during that time. The bolats
were in 8 poor stale with frayed ropes, torn sails and defective
rudders; therc was no proper quay for landing and delays
were insufferable even 1o the most tolerant traveller. Strong
arguments for the building of a bridge were consistently
ignored until, in 1812, Tellord erected an iron bridge at
Bonar at a cost of £13,971, This was built after a public outcry
al conditions at the Meikle ferry following an eppalling
accident there in 1809. James Mitchell, the famous civil
engineer, unwitlingly witnessed the scene as he arrived 100
late 1o catch the ferry boat which had just set sail.

Late in the afternoon of 16th August 1809, the day of the
great Lammas Fair in Tain, Hugh McCulloch, sheriff-
substitute, came to the Meikle ferry. The shore was crowded
with people returning home from the fair. On McCulloch’s
arrival he was quickly seuted in the stern of the ferry yawl
followed by 8 pushing, pressing throng all anxious to be
taken across the water. McCulloch became apprehensive
aboul the numbers crowding aboard and even turned away
about forty folk. Still the boat was overladen but the water
was dead calin and the ferrymen set sail. When the boat was
halfway ncross the passage water gushed in, the boat sank
and ninety-nine people. drowned, including the sheriff-
substitute; only twelve survived. Another accident occurred
on 28th October 1835 when the ferry boat wus holed and
sank. On this occasion there were sevenieen passengers
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ahoard but only one, [. 11, Richardson, a shipping secretary
from North Shields, was drowned. The ferryman showed
greal presence of mind by using a small boat mooved nearby
lo rescue the remminder of the pussengers,

In spite of these tragedies and the building of the bridge at
Bonar, teallic at the Meikle ferry continued to be sulliciently
heavy to merit a design by Stevenson for a bridge over the
Dornoch Firth. However, as no money was forthcoming to
build the bridge, the project was abandoned. Even the mail
coach, drawn by two horses, used the ferry until the 18350s
when the increasing deluys diciated re-routing via Bonar
Bridge. Still the ferry continued to operate, and in the early
twentieth century the Contour Guide books gave clear
directions 1o travellers: 'The boats are on the north side,
Hoist flag on the south side. This is an exposed ferry and
useless in stormy weather’. There was a further warning:
‘Motor cars carried when water suits the big boat only".
Subsequently, only passengers were carried, with the 1948
review concluding that ‘there is not sulficient demand . . . for
the institution of a vehicular ferry . . .. It was not untif 8th
January 1986 that the long-nwaited promise of a bridge was
pledged with the announcement of a competition for the
design of a bridge over the Dornoch Firth. 1t is to be 80
metres long and will cost between £11 million and £16 million
approximutely. Although the completion of this bridge will
no doubt be welcomed by local people and travellers alike,
the ancient Meikle ferry will always have an important place
in the history of Easter Ross,

Two additional ferries were employed on passages over
the narrow entrance to Loch Fleel at Little Ferry and at the
‘port of Unes' on Lake Unes notth of Dornoch. One boat at
Little Ferry was served by four ferrymen but the ferry came
briefly to prominence during the 1745 uprising only. In
1746, the Earl of Cromarty and his men were urgently
summoned to join Prince Charles Edward 21 Inverness, hut
when they reached Little Ferry they were suddenly attacked.
In the confusion the Earl and his officers retreated hastily to
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Dunrobin Castle but the men crammed into the f)lll}'
available ferry boat 10 try to escape. The boat became quickly
overcrowded, and those who could not climh sbourd clung
on 1o the sides to be pulled through the wuter. The boat was
in great danger ol capsizing until those sohlu?rs who were
aboard drew their dirks and hacked off (he fingers of !he
others clinging to the gunwales. Many died. The lollnwmtf
day, the Battle of Culloden wus fought and ?erhﬂps f.lm lac
of reinforcements from the north due to this adversity may
have contributed to the deleat of the Prince.

The ferry boat at Lake Uunes was in use by 1467 whcu;
Marguret, Countess of Sutherland, a daughter of the Earl 0
Ross, Lord of the Isles, was relurning home lc.} Dlll‘]r(lllll'l
Castle at Golspie. Her husband John, the third Earl of
Sutherland, recorded that when the Countess was on the
ferry in the middle of the passage, a chch storm amscj.
overturning the boat aud throwing the lady into lhe: watel’.
She was washed up on the shore, still with some ny[ in her’.
There she was found by a fugitive, John Dairg, who
recognised her os someone of great importance. For some
unknown reason he ‘prompily dispatched her’, then flled, but
had little chance of escape as the distraught Earl carr.md oul
a thorough search for his wife’s murderer, John !)mr:g was
executed almost as soon as the Countess was buried in l}he
churchyard at Golspie. 'I'he ferry continued 1o opurat_t.-, with
records showing that, in 1630, the annual rent for l‘ll(.‘.
privilege of leasing the passage boal was 40 bolls of Imrltle}'. to
be delivered at the ferry of Unes or the girnel of Golspie'.

The replacement of ferries by bridges on these north-
eastern estuaries has spanned many decades,l fro.m the
building of the Bonar Bridge over the Dornoch F:Irlh in 1812
to the uticipated completion of the Dornc.mh Bridge in the
late 1980s. Current, sophisticated, convenient travel across
all these firths cannot blot out the memory of lh? s!rugg:]c,
effort and sacrifice that bedevilled the ferry servives which
provided access Lo the most northerly parts of Scotland.
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TO THE PUBLIC.
Dornock, 25th Augufl, ISOBr}n
lancholy event which happened near this
THEumm WQ&ICE‘TI‘] the 16th inft, when the Paf-
*L&mwsmamm Meikkm
ith upwards of one perfons on .
"h'bninﬁmudm the public. It is im<
by defeription, an adequate picture,
-"'tb:nd vieinity, upon which the calamity chiefl ; :
n’hmgj{ 7 a family which has not to lament a
parent, child, or other relative: many have by 'this
misfortune become deftitute b‘m ::sr o;pbmu,
feveral aged parents arc up
::gh‘:;:, thﬁughduloﬁuf!heirgmwnmdn}eﬁl
children.

" Penctrated by the cry of a difirefs fo affedting and
extenfi d wi the ing crowdsfearch-
ve,and i mgals
femain objects their affection,
in Jﬁ,ﬂfnﬂ. as well as endangering their
Jives; by edveatarous efforts, though hitherto with
fuccefs; fome Gentlemen here, no longer
able t0 remain filent fpectators of this fcene of woe,
met this day sith a view to implore the humanity
and ;Ean «of the publi¢, and-having previoufly

lic e o

1. ‘That of all the perfons on board the fatal boat |
twelve were faved; and that, befides a group of
frangers whofe number and names are unknown,
abave 100 perfons are afcertained to have perifhed,
belonging to this and the neighbouring parifhes.

2. That of this lalt number there were many heads
of families, all of whom (with the exception of Mr
M:+Culloch, lute Sheriff Subftitute hege) being of the
Yower clafs of fociety, left families infxtreme pgverty:

. 3. That the prefent calamity is m by
fances of unexampled feverity. T}
ferers had been on their way to a pahjfi
then held at Tain, and had with
they could glean for the occafion :
all; they confifted chiefly either of {ng
had cafh or bills to remit to their co
manufa&urers, having to purchafe le
articles for their refpeétive occupatiop; of removing
tenants, who had converted their (Jfg into cafh, to
be lodged in the Bunk of Tain; and gf recruiting par-
ties, having their all about them/ efcept their defli-
tute wives and families. Henogfipf appears that it is
not the lofs of ufeful lives alone®hat is to be deplored
3n the ent cafe, but the lofs of much property,

Eri pire{hc miferable fﬁ!i_vjng' families og';lp they

inthe world. .. °,

‘& That not prefuming to anficipafe’anly refolitions

meafures which the county may' be ‘pleafed to
klpt. when they have a convenient opportunity, the

feffovdents; of
fier and other

prefent fatement is intended for the ipformation
fch perfons at a greater ditance, as, moved by the

magnitude and preflure of the calamity,” may
be difpofed to contribute” to the relief of fo ’mn.ny
wretched objeds, many of whom require inftant fup-
w. t. Lkl ;

5. That for the purpofe of carrying the obje@ of g

a:eir ‘meeting into effe, the Gentlemen prefent have
nominated Captain Robert Sutherland in Dornoch,
Chairman; William Taylot, Sheriff Cleck of, ghe
County, Secretary; & the Rev. Mr. John Bethune of
Domoch, Treafurer; who are authorifed, in -:mfn'nc-
tion with Bailie Boog, Captain John Munro, Mcfrs,
Hugh Leflie and Angus Frafer, or any two of them,
to adopt fuch meafures as are neceflary, until 3 gene.
ral meeting of Sobicribers tuke place, and” which
meeting is to hold at Dornoch on the 8th September
next, to nominate a ‘Committee of general manage.

6. That the names of Sh!é’u-ibcu for the above cha-
ritable purpofe thall be regularly publifhed-in thé! {n-
wernefs Journal;. and Subfesiption papers remain "Wwith
the foliowjng nen it the North, viz.

The Réw.Me. Bethune, Treafurer to the Fand, &
y Peftmatter of Dornoch;

'Mr. HughsM Pherfon, merchant, Brora,

~“Major N{‘Luy, of Wick, "

3 Mr. George Dopglals, Sheriff Clerk of Thurfo,
: James Innes, Efg. Bank Agent.in Tan, *

- /Mir. Henderfon of the Cuftoms at €

. e i hom Mr. “m‘?‘iﬁ of
-3t lave Wi . Your ifher of the

-~ Journal - - ; mz.. L by
v -R. SUTHERLAND, Chairman.
(% - W, TAYLOR, Secretary.
N.B. The ing have theshigh fatisfadion of
learning, from iohable authority, that the of-
ficers, monsc itioned officers, and privates of the

Fuit Rofs regiment of Local Miiitia, commanded by
Col. MfLeod of Geanies, had, in the handfome man+
ner, contributed each one day’s pay towards the relief
of the families of the unfortunate fuffercrs, and that

before any appeal had been made to the nubli- in

SALE OF CATTLE IN THE ISLE OF SKYE.

To be Sold, by public rogp, at KingBurgh, on Tucl-
day the 26th of Septeghber gart.

on that Farm, cou by

milch Cows,’ Catt Their quali
w.ﬁhm&, of Skye, and

are well worth the gaferrtionfof any perfon wifhin
for real hi klhm?t’oﬂock'thehrm

ircly with §, thf Cautle will be fold off aith. .
out referve, ang i will be given for eight months,
on good fecur fhould any gentleman who cannot -
attcfid wifh to'plrchafe, by fending a commiffion to
Mr. Campbell, at Kingfburgh, they will be fupplied

on the fame terms as if perfonally prefeat.
A CARD- 43 <

Bireha ] R. ARCHbp. M‘LEAN, Teacher of Dancing,

from Peterhead, begsleave to inform the Ladies
‘and. Gentlemen of the County of Sutherland and Town
of Dornoch, that his. BALL, the laft for.the Seafon,
is fixed for Friday the 8ch September. bmprefled:
with a grateful fenfe of the liberal. enconra; Ehe
has met weth fince his arrival in this place, he cannot |
leave Dornoch without returning his fincere thanks to
thofe refpe@able Families whafe Children he has had
thehonour to teach, Amidin the accomplithment of
the promifes held forth to Mr. Beattic, Teacher of the
Grammar School here, he hopes to be 2ble more amp-
Iy to verify the good opinion which,firft induced them
to fend for him; by a regular attendance 'every Seafon,

He alfo begs leave to announce to his Friends in
Fortrofe and its vicinity, that he intends tq open his
8chool there, immediately after the Ball; he therefore
folicits that patronage which he has fo liberally expe-
rienced there on former occafions, and for which be
will ever be grateful.

To the Public in general Mr. M'Lean begsleave to
obferve, that as he has his inftruétions regwlarly every
Seafon, from the firit Teachers in Scotland, his Scho-
lars may expect 4o be taught the newelt and moft
fafthiouable mode of Dancing,

: Dornoch, 29th Auguft, 1809.

1 If an intending®

SALE OF GROWING CORNS, & HOUSEHOL
_ FURNITURE,

On Wednefday the 6th day of September curt. the

will be expofed ta pablic fale and roup, at the farr

of Wefter Keflock haMr. Hugh Cobba:
Siﬂl&l.n_ o HEAT, QATS, a0
BARLEY, i M, which wil
be fit for b - iately. Th
’ d, and ‘will be fully

ripe by the flaf o8 ogEat
The wh . holf Furniturein the dwel-
ling houfe he@iiid "Mr. H@gh Cobban, at Inver-
nefs, willflike manner be expofed to public fale and
roup on Wednefday the 20th day of the faid month of

September, at the houfe, which is fituated on the Fait
Street of Iovernefs; and the quality, aswell as varicty,
u_:.e;iu attention from all who fland in need of fuch ar-
ticles. s id S b s 5
‘Credit on good fecurity will be given, and the fales
‘d':um“" at ten o'clock in the forencon of each
aay. B p

. Iovemchs, S18 Aug, 1809.
8.0 {One toncern.) ~ o)

"HOUSES FOR SALE,, it~
,To be Sold by Private Bafgai &

HAT BACK HOUSE, fituated in Caftle-fireet,

AL prefently occipied by Mr. Alexander M'Kenzie,
eonfectioner, confifting of Dining-room, Kitches, and
Bed-room Clofet, with Coal , on the firlt Boor;
two excellent Bed-rooms, Bed-clofet, atd two Keep-
ing-clofets, on the fecond floor ; two Garrers with fire

places, and a lomber and keeping Garret ; witha Gar.
den, and large Stablé behindf capable of containing
ten horfes. T a ; aafe; and the
great conveny - I renderita de-
firable obj s refidence, either in pub-
ic orgpri fos ofed of betwixt and Mar-
tinmas, it of Rof thd termaf. Whigfunday iext.

Intendifr purchafers will pleafe apply to Mrs. Mar.

chifon, care Po{ Alexander Tolmie, merchant, Inver-
nefs, who can give any further information: required
regarding the fubjeét, i TR

chaler. inclines; he could be ac-

" COUNTY OF MORAY.

WE MICHAELMAS HEAD
COUNTY holds zhis year o

day of Odober. npft £
Court-houfe of £
be prefented for

William Brogd i )
Colonel Algs pficha '
Captain JainA ‘Kay of the 10th Militia,and
Colonel L1k, Grant of Redcaftic.

PAT. DUFF, Sh. Clk.
Elgin, (28th Augult, 1805,

HQUSES, NEW INN, SHOP,
GROUNDS AT FORT

© be fold at fnvernefs, on
- tinmas market, »

E PROPERTY in the §illaFe of Fort William,

or h, belonged to the late
‘Donald M‘Donald, at 54 confifting of a lar
New nn, with Office Shops, Garden Groun
and Dwelling Houl he whole will be fold in one
or two Lots: and {ér th€ encouragemert of purchafers,
a partof the prickamy be allowed to remain in their

hands, upon legal intereft. ;
Offers to be made to Campbe!l M*Intofh, at Inver-,
nefs, or Mr, Gillefpie at Ardochy

A L4
TO SHIP. O NERS
Wanted immediately, by 1§
ROM TWENTY w0
about four or five kecls,
aod ather places, 9d. per {ogg
fure, paid on delivery

vod Compy.
VESSELS,

of+ab. freight, line meas
d 5l allowed as 2 port
portion. Ve&els m

charges; the othier {geil bl in pro
the h.ll;mdz willgerdreights for the north of fre.

tolerably well fquareit,
Letters addrb#d to Meflra. R. M-Kenzie, & Co,
Nairn, will be regularly aofwered.

LANDS IN ARGYLE-SHIRE FOR SALE.

{ To be Sold, by Public Au&ion, within the Royal

Exchange Coffee-houfe, Edinburgh, on Monday the
11th day of September,. 1809, between the hours
of one and two-in the afternoon, whole or i lots,

G previ % Jold .
T E ESTATE OF C prehending
the Lands and Wand of i Clachvar,
:oﬂh and S:;':th L(i:euﬁuli' d Lower Arin~
admore, - chy, lyigl in the parith of
Knapdale. i Y . e

Thefe lands extend from {
of Jura on the oneé fide o
and having twe good harb

, the bay of Carfaig,
within about twenty min

fail of the Crinan Caral,
Tavvellich on the eaft

25 ]
¥ Carry Wood for Hull |

dated with the fronthoufle accupied by Mr. K.
M*Rae, which:would alfo be difpofed of on reafonable
terms. - Ig confifts of Twptf::sam FroNT Suors;
a Dining-room, Kitchen, Bed-room, and Clofet: oo
the fecond floor; two good Bed-rooms an the-third
Hoor; with convenient Garrets; and is.a very defirable
and elegible obje& to in want of thefe accom-

modations., st (One concern,] .
Day and Pla':::f Salg Fixed.

SALE OF LANDS 'NEAR INVERNESS, -
T e o oy el
riday the 8th. day. tember, next, st fix’
mkiuc{:eaﬁm . .r sq’ t,.ntwh

THE LANDS 4nd ESTATE of CULCLACHY,
- or NAIRNSIDE, tpon the vorth fide of the
river Nairn, parifh of Daviot, and fhiré of Ipverncfs,
with the fervitudé tipon the Moffes ‘and "Muirs -of

Craggie.
o Tﬁ&fﬂm is-fituated ue the diftance of foar miles
om the thriving town of Ipvernefs, neag the Jine of
the new md“f.‘:he 'fw&hm,ﬁ ‘confifts of
about 600 acres, a confiderable part of which is in-
«lofed and furrounded with beltings of -hard woed,
larch, and fir. "The fituation along the river is beau-
tifaland romantic. ' Among many idvantages whith
this property poflefles, there is 3 new Houfe, i’ for
the acc tion of ¥ gentee} family, having 3 come
manding profpe& of the-Maosay Firth, the Caitle of
Calder, and whole aei sountry; 4-good gar-
'f‘i:i. well fhelzered, with a variety of frui trees ina
ving condition, & extamt of ground, ted
with Afh, Ma&, #nd other wml.ph" .
3 T:kl..mdskmly roves, and the fuil in general, |
1 inferior to nooe in &hic ceuntry——producss Whed
Barley, and other crops of a very fn;ﬁo.— quahryh.cm‘
The whole Eftate js out of leafe, and ghe i
under Grals, to be entered npon immediately, and |
t to be ploughed up. The muics abeund with differ. |
ent kinds of game, and the river with Salmon and |
Trode, ' ¢ . -
The Houfe and Grafs' Parks are

fill to be Set for
the feafon, wighPthe Garden, - '
Application to be

ppli made t6 Campbell MIntofh-at
Inverne(s jor to Mr Coll donal w.p_saaﬁugh;‘

GENERAZ POST.QFFICE, ZONDON,
B iy 22,1809,5 | .

o Kand u.

.. Pounds, ; rego-
veecd and puid. I ¥ P
of the Posr ’ a very confis.
derable Mer, / , having alfo an
Eiabyh ‘f' A ring town in the
country, figfofiend ainfl the Statutes of the Sth

of Queen Wnne, ¢ 10. 4. 17. and the 494 fen. 4. ¢

fide, along which ‘*“/“W‘. road pafles through thefe

lande in Duiran. ¥

ol. s 5. by fending LETTERS in PARCELS and
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